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SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 
 

“Sacrificial Giving”          
 

The writer of Proverbs says: “There is one who scatters, yet increases all the more, and there is one who 
withholds what his justly due, but it results only in want. The generous man will be prosperous, and he 
who waters will himself be watered” [Proverbs 11:24, 25]. Translation: God is the giver of all good things. A 
person cannot out give God! However, God expects us, indeed He commands us, to return but a portion 
thereof to those who are in need. And the greatest example of “giving sacrificially” is that of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. In Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians he writes: “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, that you through His poverty might 
become rich” [2 Corinthians 8:9]. 
 

In this same letter, specifically in chapters 8 and 9, the apostle speaks about the privilege for the believer to 
give…generously. Yes, giving is a privilege! And this is especially true when it comes to “the financial support 
of the saints” [2 Corinthians 8:4]. Paul had been raising funds for the Jerusalem church that was suffering from 
a severe famine in Judea. So, Paul was simply reminding these Corinthians of their pledge of support 
promised the year before. The Corinthian church was diverse in many respects. It was composed of both Jew 
and Gentile, free man and slave, rich and poor. Yet, in spite of its diversity, this church had an abundance of 
wealth, but apparently it was reluctant to share with those in need. 
 

In stark contrast, the churches in Macedonia were poor in terms of wealth, but they were spiritually abundant; 
for they gave willingly, not reluctantly. Paul writes, “For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond 
their ability, they gave of their own accord, begging us with much entreaty for the favor of participation 
in the support of the saints” [2 Corinthians 8:3, 4]. 
 

Like the churches in Macedonia, Grace Community Church has always demonstrated a willingness to give 
sacrificially! From its inception, the people of Grace have always been willing to financially support worthy 
causes, and especially when there is a perceived need. Before GCC became a particular church, it supported 
several missionaries and other worthy endeavors.  
 

Most recently, however, we were especially “hard pressed” during the month of August. Please take time to 
read the article submitted by Ruling Elder, Tim Evans, chairman of the Finance Committee. 
 

Each year our financial budget is based solely upon “faith giving”. In other words, the church neither endorses, 
nor does it receive “pledge cards”. Instead, the elders of Session have always adhered to these words of Paul: 
“Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart; not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God 
loves a cheerful giver” [2 Corinthians 9:7]. 
 

Therefore, I urge all of our members and the friends here at GCC to give what they can, when they can, in the 
knowledge that all good gifts are from above. In response, we return but a portion thereof out of sincerest 
gratitude for what God has done, is doing, and shall do in the lives of His people! 
 
Have a care, 
 

Pastor Cooper 
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Finance Committee Report 
 
     For the month of August our unrestricted 
contributions were $14,851.00 and our 
expenses were $27,763.33.  Contributions for 
the first three Sundays in September were $ 
18,882.00. 
 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
 

     Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance 
Fund totaled $295.00 for the month of August.  
This fund is used for building and maintenance 
expenses and to cover emergency costs that 
may arise. 
 

Budget Meeting Information! 
 

     The budget process is beginning and all 
committees will be given their year to date 
budget information at the close of September 
so you can plan.  The meeting will be Tuesday, 
November 5 when you will submit your budgets 
to the Finance Committee.   
 

Additional Financial Information 
 

     After a review of the August financial 
statement for Grace Community Church, I feel 
compelled to ask that those away for the 
summer and all other members to please help 
to get us back in line with our budget.  While 
we were able to keep expenses in line for the 
month with the exception of cleanup of the 
property by our new maintenance company, 
regular contributions fell to a little over $14,000 
which is the lowest I can remember.  Our 
budget is for around $26,000 per month which 
we missed by a considerable margin. 
     Please prayerfully consider this request so 
that Grace Community Church may continue 
its programs for members, missionaries and 
the Lord. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Your Finance Committee, 
Howard Kast 
Dick Sleeman 
Tim Evans 

Women’s Ministry 
 

     Ladies of Grace:  We sincerely hope you 
had a wonderful and restful summer, and we 
also hope you were able to keep cool.  It is 
now time to turn our thoughts to the 2013-2014 
seasons of Women’s Ministry Luncheons and 
Programs. So, ladies, please mark your 
calendars for our first Luncheon/Program to be 
held on Thursday, October 24th at 11:30 p.m.  
     We are very blessed to bring to you Mary 
Hollan as our featured guest.  Mary is an 
extremely talented recording artist, vocalist, 
pianist and speaker.  She performs her gospel 
and traditional music across America. Mary’s 
love for Christ shines through her words and 
songs which deliver a message of 
encouragement and praise.  
     We know you won’t want to miss this 
marvelous beginning to our new season. Be 
sure to invite your friends to join you in this 
wonderful afternoon with Mary and your 
sisters-in-Christ.  The cost is $7.00 and there is 
a sign-up sheet in the resource center. 

 
Homecoming Weekend 

 
     Our 4th Annual Homecoming Weekend is on 
November 15th and 16th. At 5:30 PM on Friday, 
HIS MESSENGERS, a group of men Singers 
formed to share the Gospel through music will 
perform. 
     After the musical program, we will have our 
“Famous Pie Social” served by the Choir.  Don 
your Western duds for a fun time! 
     Following Friday night’s event the 
Homecoming will continue at 3:00 PM on 
Saturday with a Piano Concert performed by 
Elaine Runkel playing Gospel/Blues. Come for 
ONE MORE GOOD TIME! 
 
Your Worship and Music Committee 
 

FYI 
 

     Anytime someone is scheduling a meeting 
or some special event, it is necessary for them 
to check the calendar in the Resource Room.  
Be sure it does not conflict with anything else, 
then put it on the calendar.   
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Missionary News 
 

     Some news for those who joined us all 
summer and those who are just returning to 
Grace: Scott and Kaddie Coulson could use a 
shower of cards of encouragement and prayer 
support.  Her cancer has spread and he is 
valiantly carrying on their street ministries at 
Scott and Kaddie Coulson, P O Box 24437, 
Minneapolis, MN 55424-0437. 
     David Hamilton needs prayer for his vision.  
He uses his eyes a lot! 
     The Adamsons thank you for your much 
needed prayer and generous donations when 
they came to visit us.  
     Here are some outreaches that may add joy 
to your week, such as, helping at the women 
and children Rescue Mission.  Some of us 
enjoy donating diapers and spending a few 
hours with the children while their mothers 
attend classes. 
      A Jail ministry helper does have an 
experienced person go with you to drive ladies 
to places when they are released.  You would 
not be alone nor have to find places yourself. 
Eve’s Place and the food bank still need 
donations.  Nadaburg School still needs tutors 
to help some children.  Dysart Community 
Center needs ESL or GED teachers for adults. 
     All our dear missionaries need our strong 
prayer support!  The Jude’ family is in S. E. 
Asia with five young children!  Ask John 
Balding about orphans in Uganda!  Pan de 
Vida Hispanic Church in Surprise will soon 
need after school volunteers to tutor their 
school children on Tuesdays. 
     Perhaps, you would like to record the 
birthdays of our missionaries and send 
Birthday and Christmas cards of 
encouragement! 
     Information can be found in the Mission 
Boxes on the wall on the right side as you exit 
the church. 
 
Submitted by Ginny Walls 
 
Your faith in God is proven when you serve as 
one who cares; Faith finds a way to love and 

help---puts action to your prayers - Hess 
God often sends His help by way of human 

hands.   From Our Daily Bread 

 
 
Dear Friends of Grace 
 
     I realize I will never adequately thank all of 
you for my 90th Birthday Celebration – beautiful 
cards, speeches, hugs, tears, laughter, 
balloons and flowers all mark a mountain top 
experience in my life.  Your expressions of 
affection truly leave me humbled but so 
blessed. 
 
Connie 
 
Dear People of Grace, 
 
     Thank you so much, good people of GCC, 
for the many cards and expressions of love 
and concern during my “recupe after surgery”.  
I so appreciate you all.  My prayer blanket has 
already been put to good use.   
     We are pleased with the results of the 
surgery, and we hope my new hip will last 
another 75 years!! (Well, a few more years, 
anyway!)   
     Thanks, Pastor Cooper and Pastor Bob, 
and John and Gordon, who visited me in the 
hospital.  I plan to be back in church soon. 
 
With gratitude,  
Dave Pflepsen 
 
Dear Friends and My Family of Faith, 
 
     I want to thank all of you so very much for 
your many acts of kindness during my summer 
adventure.   
     Your prayers, cards, calls and gifts were a 
source of comfort and support.  I especially 
treasure my prayer cover.   
     Everything has been a success and 
recovery is going very well Through your 
prayers I was led to great doctors and therapy.   
     God is faithful and a comfort always. 
 
In God’s Love, 
Anne Bakos 
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GCC LIBRARY 
 

     Be sure to check the Newly Added 
Materials shelf in our library.  We have some 
great titles, and our “Left Behind” series has 
been re-established.  We are missing two 
editions on this series, “The Regime” and “The 
Rapture”.  If you would care to donate these 
two items, we would be happy to add them to 
our collection. 
 

October Birthdays 
10/01  Barb Thompson 
10/03  Jacquie Petersen 
10/04  Kim DeFevre 
10/05  Janet Myers 
10/06  Betti Pflepsen 
10/07  Paul Battiste 
10/08  Mike Blackburn 
10/08  Elaine Delfosse 
10/08  Mary Ann Malotte 
10/10  Shirley Knox 
10/11  Ellen Maloy 
10/15  Ewalee Michalis 
10/17  Silas Wade 
10/21  Bob Smith 
10/22  Sharon Clanin 
10/25  Ileta Johnson 
10/26  Kathy Walker 
Happy Birthday! 
 

  October Anniversaries 
10/01  Richard & Elaine Blair 
10/05  Richard & Suzanne Urwiller 
10/07  Bob & JoAnne Williams 
10/09  Rick & Pat Sontheimer 
10/12  Bob & Joyce Schmidt 
Happy Anniversary! 
 

Update On Chairs 
 

     Having heard questions and comments 
regarding the refurbishing of chairs for the 
Prayer and Conference Rooms, I offer an 
update.  The original cost estimate was about 
$500 per chair which has now been reduced to 
$325 per chair for the 30 chairs.  Plus GCC 
has already received donations of almost 
$7,500 to cover this cost.  Any additional help 
would be greatly appreciated. 
 

Election of Deacons, Elders and 
Nominating Committee 

 

     Now is the time to prayerfully consider ways 
to serve Grace Community Church.  Beginning 
in September and into October names for 
Deacons, Elders, or the 2013 Nominating 
Committee may be placed into consideration.  
Only persons having full membership status 
can be considered. There is a need for 2 
Elders, 5-6 Deacons, and 3 people for the 
Nominating Committee.  You may nominate 
yourself or choose others that you think would 
be a dedicated servant for our Lord.  Forms will 
be available in the weekly bulletins and in the 
Resource Center. 
     Please take the time to pick up one of these 
forms and review it. 
 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

     Grace Church is participating in the 
Shoebox Ministry which is headed up by 
Franklin Graham.  We will soon have 
shoeboxes available for anyone who wishes to 
send a gift with Christian love to a needy child.  
These boxes travel thousands of miles to arrive 
in the hands of surprised and eager children in 
time for Christmas.  The boxes will have 
instructions with them and the cut-off date for 
their return.  Please watch for them. 
 

Pray For America 
 

If My people, who are called by My name 
humble themselves and pray and seek My face 
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will 
hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will 
heal their land.                    2 Chronicles 7:14 
 
     Lord, There are so many times when we 
have burdens almost too heavy to bear.  Our 
nation faces hardships and pain; we need your 
wisdom and help in all areas.  Strengthen us 
as a people and lead us in the way that will 
bring honor and glory to You.  Lord, you have 
promised if we humble ourselves and seek 
Your face and pray, You will heal our land.  
May we forever be humble in Your sight, and 
may we experience Your blessing in the midst 
of our great need. 
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